AT TYTTTTTTTTY
I .r.l TR

“DO NOT DESERT ME!"

Synepala==Thomas K, Anrnes,
n wenlthy young New Yorker,
on o walking trip In Now Fng-
Innd near the Canndinn border,
tn given & LIft tn an sutomobile
by n toysterions nnd attrnctive
| ®irl bBound for a hbuse eniled
[ Green Foaney., At Hart's tavern
Barnen Ondw o Mranded troups
il of “huenestorming” aclors, of
whileh Lyndon Rusheroft v the
star and “Miad Thockeray” the
lending Indy., They are doing
hetel work for thelr board, e
lnntns Graen Faney 18 6 house
of inystery.  That nlght two
mauntgd men lsve the tvern
utder odd clecimstances,  Ong
I8 hronght baek dying.  Barbes
eomes under wuspicion. He stays
o help clear up the mystery.
O'Dowd of Greon Fancy says
that thnt pines of mystury Is not
concerned In nny way, Barnes
gods  Into  the Oreen Faney
Rrounds angd seos the mysterioos
pivl,  Rho gives him the cut di-
rect and O'Dowil polltely ejects
Wiy from the groupds, Enter
mnothey mun of wystery, Me,
Hprolwe, “book ngent.”

CHAPTER VIll—Cantinued, *

e

"From what T hear the man Paul
whs shot through the longs, directly
from in front. The hullet went
stralght through his body, He waa
riding very rapidly down the rond,
When he came to a point not far
above the erowsronds he was fred
upon, It Is safe to nesmine that he
wis looklng Intently aheiid, trylog to
make out the crommng. He was not
shot from the mide of the rond, gen-
temen, but from the middle of It. The
bullet came from s point almost Al
ractly In front of Wim, and not from
Mr. Curtis' property here to the left
or Mr, Conley's on the right. The
chonces are thut Paul did not accom-
puny Iloon to the meeting ploce up
ihe rond. He remnloed near the horses,
That's how ho mannged (o get awny 8o
quiekly, Tt rempined for the mun ot
Ihe erossronds to settle with Lim. But
we're wasting tme with all this
tenddle of mine. Let us be moving.
Thero ls one polnt on which we maust
all ngree. The desdllest marksaman In
the world Ared those ahoty, No buu-
¢ling on that score, bednd”

In the course of tline the party, trav.
ersing the ground contlguous to the
publie rond, came within sight of the
jroen dwelling among the  trees,
Darnes' Interest revived, s secopd
view of the Fouse Incrensed lln won-
der und admication, It O'Down had
not netunlly oeated It smong the trees
for him he wonld have bedh ot o loss
ta diseover 1, although It was Imme-
Mutely In front of Wm and In drect
ling of viston,

De Boto whs  seett  approsching
through the groen sea, his head ap
penring and  dieoppenring  Intermit.
tantly in the billows formed by the
padulnting  underhirunh.  He shook
hands with Barnes n moment Inter,

“'m glnd you had the sonse o
hring Mr, BDarnes with you, ODowd,"
mld he. “You ddu't mentlon him
when you telephoneéd thnt yoon weed
personnlly  dondueting o sightscning |
party. 1 tried to enteh you afterwured |
nn the tetegihomne, hat sou hoeol teft the 'I

Tuvern, Mres, Colller samled s 1o
WAk you 10 enpture Mro Bormes for din
mor tonight” |

“Mew, Culller v 1 ter of Mr
Cortds” expitined O Dawd. T he
ol upwn D Boto  lnoredlons! g,
e the iveas of P'an™ hw erteil Y whnt's
roine over thein?  Why, 1 mnide s

{al w dligyesl linl migh! thal yey
were 8 Gl warth ealibvatlg lllil’llo‘-il

vidd i ven woaldin®t b lopie o the
pelghborbodilt—byt (o dnve yoor feel-

I vk pepopt Wiint they wald, the
1w of hein, Whnt ohnuoged Hu:mI
over, Do Soto? |

“A hmtiel Pt ek of Sk Cameron's
nt totduy #he  wotdered 1f
Muroew coull be the chinp who wrote
the nettetes about Poerg and the lneas,
or siimathing of the sort, and thut set
hieri 1o looking o the ek nunibers
of the theoprapile Mogoazine o Mr |
Curtts’ heery,  Not only did they find |
the articles but thoey found your ple |
e, | hed e ditfoulty in declding
Lt you were ong sad the sume, The
atmospibwe clenved In on )Ty, I bee
et even elenrer when it wus discoy.
ered thot vou lave hnd o few anees
tors oud Bre reeeived In good socleiy—
Bath here and abrond, ae the late Frod
oy Townsetd Murtin would  have

v bl

witld, 1 hereby ofMuislly present the
result of submequent deliberntion. Mr.
Harnes I (nvited to ding with us to-
night."

Barnes” heart wos still pounding
rupldly sn he made the reeful admis
aat thint W “didn't hoave n thing to
wenr”  He couldn't think of aceopt-
Ing the graclots Invitatlon—

YIE they'l! tike mo ue 1 am," began
Rarpes, doibtfnlly,

“T mny," ealled out O'Dowd to the
sheelll, who was garlog longlogly st
thie horses tetherad ut the bottom of
the stope, “wonld ye mind lending
Mr, Darnes’ nag back to the Tavern?
Ite Is wtopping to dinner, And, ahile
T think of 1t, nre you satisfled, Mr
Sharllf, with the dny's work? 1f not
you will be weleonis ngatn nt any time
If yo'll oply telephone a half minute
In ndvines.” To Barnes he sald: “Weo'll
sentd you down In the antomobile to
night, provided 1t hoas sorvived the
dny. Wo're expecting the poor thing
to o In it tracks ot almost any In-
winnt"

Ten minwten Inter Barnes pamsed
thtough the partals of Green Fancy.

CHAPTER IX.

The Firat Wayfarar, the Second Way.
farsr and the Spirit of Chivalry
Ascendant,

Thoe wide greon doow, sot far hack
In o recoss not unlike o klowk, was
opened by 4 mnp servint who might
enslly have heen mintnken for n walter
from Delmonteo's or Sherry's,

“Bay to Mra, Colller, Nicholas, that
Mr. Bartios in hore for dinner,” wdld
De Boto. “1I will mako the cocktulls
this evening.”

Much to Barnes' surprise—and dis-
nppolntment—ihe lnterfor of the house
folled to susinin the bewlldering effect
produced by the exterior, The en-
trancde hall and the living room Into
which he wns conducted by the two
men were singulnrly ke others that
he hnd seen, Thesdntter, for exnmple.
win of ordinary dimennlops, furnished
with n thought for comfort ruther than
elognnes or even good finxte, The
enuches and chairs were low and deop
and comfortable, ns If intended for
mon only, and they were coversd with
rich, gny mnterinla; the hangings st
the windows were of desp blue and
gold; the walls an unobtrusive cream
eolor, nlmost lternlly thatched with
etehings,

The stalrs wers thickly carpoted, At
the top his gulde turned to the left
und led the way down a long corridor,
They possed nt least four doors be
fore O'Dowd stoppud and threw open
the fitth on that slde of tha hall, There
ware still two more doors beyond

“Buggests n hotel, dopsa’t 10T sald
the Irishman, wstaoding naside for
Barnis to enter. “All of the sleeping
npartments are on this floor, and the
haths and boudoles and what not, The
gurrel Ix nbove, and that's where we
Aeporit our family skelotons, Intern
our grievances, store our stock of
ppltefultiens and hide all the little
devith thut must come. sneading up
from the ¢ity with s whether wo will
or oo, Twbson” addressing the mun
who hmd  quietly entered  the room
Mrough the door belilnd thom, *do Mr,
Nurnes, will ye, and fetel e from
Mr. Do Sown's room when you've fin
Ishied, 1 lewve you to Dabson's lender
miervlen,  The siaints  preeerve sl
Look st the man's boots!  Dabson,
get out vour brush and dauber firat of
il He's beeh flonsdesing oo bog"

The Jovial Telshmun reticed, loaving
Hurnes o be “dote” by the wllent,
el fl-moving culet. Dubson wan young
nnd wigoeous and  exeesdlngly  well
He made short wark of “da-
the visitor: barely Oftovn min
mies elapued befores O'Dowd's paturn,

Prosently they wont downstale tos
pothor, Lasps b Troen Hghted, miby
of thet, througbout the hinise, A fire
ernekied 16 the cavearnous fdreglace st
the eol of the Hiving rooi niml grodpaed
ahioat (s cheartul, grateful Dinge were
e Indles of tireein Panoy,

The girl of s thoughts wis there,
wtitndling sightly oloot from the otly-
erw, bt evidently pmused by the tnle
with  which Do Sote wun reguling
thom,  She wos smiling; Darnes waw
the supplire Hghts sgparkiing In hee
opes mnd experienced B sensutlon thet
win wofully akly to sonfusion,

Bt everything went o qulte nato
rally, He favored Miss Comeron with
nn pneommanly self-possessed amile an
who gave her habd to him, and she In
turn renpondod with ona faintly sug-
gostive of toleranes, aithough 1t eep-
tuinly would hnve been recordel by o
lons sonplitive person than Burpes s
“ripping.”

In reply te his perfunctory “dellahi-
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ed, I'm sure, utc.." whe snld quite clear-
Iy ¢ “Oh, new [ romomber. 1 wis sure
1 had seen you before, Meo Barnes
You ure the magle gentleman who
sprang ke & mushroom out of tle
enrth early yeatordny aftornoon”

“And frightened you" ha saldi
“schereupon you vanished llke the
musivoots that 18 gobibled up by the
prodatory ghitton”

He had theilled at the sound of her
volee, It wis the low, delibarnte volce
of the womnn of the erossroads, and,
an before, he enught the almost lm-
perceptible accent. The red gleam
from the Maning logs fell upon her
slilning hairi 1t glistened like gold,
Blie wore & simple evening gown of
white, softennd over the shonldoers wnd
nock with n fall of rare valenclennon
lnee, "There was no Jowelty—unot oven
o ring on her alender, tapering Angers.

M, Colller, the hostess, was an ol
derly; henvy-fentured woman, deeld
eily ovordvassed.  Mres, Van Dyke,
her davghter, was n womhn of thirty,
tnll, dark and handsome In n hold,
dastilng sort of way. The Inckaduisl-
enl gentlemann  with  the mustache
turned out to be her hushund,

"My brother & nnonble to be with
un tonlght, Mr, Barnes” oexplained
Mpra, Colller, “Mr, O'Dowd niny have
told you that he Is un laealld. Quite
rarely In he well enough to lenve his
room. He has begged me to present
hin npologios and regreis to you, An-
other timwe, perbaps, you will give him
the pleasure he Is missing tonight.”

De Rolo's eooktidlls cume In.  Miss
Cameron 10 not take one. O'Dowd
proposed & tonst.

“I'o the roseals who went gunning
for the other rascails. HBut for them
wo shonld be short at least one mem-
ber of this agreeable company."

It was rather startiing. Barpes'
glnew stopped hulf way to his lips, An
instant inter he dradned (k. He ae-

“Come and Sit Beslde Mo, Mr, Barnes,"
fhe Called Out Gayly.

eoptad the toast as & compliment from
the whiloim  Ielshman, and pot 48 o
teibute to the prowoess of those iys-
terious mntksmen,

The table In the spaclous dining
room was obie of those lobg, nurrow
Ttadinn  bBonrds, ummistakably antique
and wpunlly rare. Bixteen or elghteen
poople cotld have beon seated with.
ont cvowding, andhwhen the seven took
Thily pluces wi' s Intorvids  soparlad
them, No effort had bssn mwude by the
Hostesn te bring her gnosts clase Lo
gethe . nn might have been dope hy
uning one end or the cenler of (heo
table, The serving plntes wers of sl)
ver,  Euspecelully besutiful were the
long-stotmmed witor goblots and the
gracoful champagne glawmos,  ‘Mley
ware blue sand white and of n design
and quality no longer obhtainable ex.
ocept at great cost, Thoe esthetle
Burien was tot slow to apprecinte the
Purity of the glusswinre and the ehasts
bheauty of #he serving plates,

Tho mnn Nicholas was evidently the
butler, desplie bis Beventh navenne
mapner, Hoe wis assisted In serving
by two atulwart pnd amaeingly elumsy
footmen, of slmilne e and aitlonalily,
On seving these sdditdons) e sery
ants  Darnes  began  Ogurdtively  to
vount on Lis fingers the retalners be
hivd %0 fur encounotered on the plies,
Alrendy hi had sovn six, all of tham
powerful, rugged fellows, It siruek
bltn an extreocdionry; aod In & woay

signifiennt, that there should bae wo
miny men at Green Pancy,

Much to bis dissppolntigent o wan
not  placert near Miss Cameron st
table, Indesd swhe wan seated as for
away from him as possible. There was
1 plooe set between him and e Soto,
for symmotey's sake, Barnes cdon-
cluded, In this he wns mistelen ;
they hud barely seated themselyves
when Mra Colller remarked

YMr, Curtis' secretary usunlly Jolns
e hove for colMes. He haa hild dinoor
with my brother, and then, poor min,
fomes in for o brlef period of relaxn.
o, When wy brother s in ate of
his bl spolle poor Mre. Loch doesn't
have much time to himself.”

Lol the private secretnry, cnma o
for eoffen,  He wos n tall, spare man
of  thirty, puilldly  handsoino, with
ik, stadlous eyos nnd fonturos of sn
unmiztaknbly  Hebrale cast, s his
e it hnve foretald,  Hiw testh
wore iprvelondly white snd s slow
smile nttrnetlve, Mare than onee dur-
Inge the hWour thet Loeh spent with
them Barnes forined and dismisaid n
stnbhorn  ever.roctirting  opinfon Ilmtl
thie man was ot n Jew, Certalnly he
wank it nn Amerlenn Jew,
hin mnnner of speech, hin every ntion
staaped Wit s one horn and bred in |
a dand  far from Brondwhy sl (te
eonnterparts, 1 n Jow Ne was of the
onnt ni (b In measured from lome—
the Joew of the earnnl Orient.

And sis the evening wore on Lhera
eame to Barpes the singulsr fancy
that thin mon was the mpster and not
the servanl of the housa! Tio could
not put the eidiculous Iden out of his
mind,

He wis to depart at ten.  The botr
drew oear nnd he hind bad uo opporti.
nity for detached conversntlon with
Miss Comeron, He hnd lintened to her
bright retorts to O'Dowd’'s snllles, and
marveled at the ense and compostre
with which she met the witty Irikh.
man on even terms

Nat untll the very close of the eve-
ning, and when he hnd reslgned him-
molf to hopelessness; did the opporty-
nity come for him te speak with her
flone,  She caught his ey, and, to hin
nmnzement, made n sllght movement
of ler hepd, ynobsorved by the others
but etiplounly Imperntive to him, There
wns no mistaking the mennlag of the
direet, Inténse look thit she gave him,

Hhe wns appedling to him s a
friend—ns ore on whotn she could de-
pend !

The spirit of chivalry took posses-
wlon of him. His blood lwaped to the
enll, Bho neoded him snd he would
not fall her. And It woas with dim.
cully that he eontrived to hde the
exaltation thot might lave rilned eve
erything!

While hie was trying to lnvent a pre-
text for denwing her apart fromm the
othirs she calmly ordersd Yan Dyke
to rellpquish his place on the coueh
beside hor 1o Barnes,

“Ooto and st beslde mo, Mr,
Aornie,” shie enllnd out gnyly. “T will
not Bite you or seratch you or harm
you In any wihy, Ask Mr, O'Dewd,
and b will tell you that ! am gquite
doclle: 1 don't hite, do 1, M¥, O'Dowd

Won do suld O'Dowd  promprly.
“You do more then that,  You devour.
Hiedad 1 have to look In o mirror to
convinee meself that you haven't swak
lowaeld o whole. That's snother Wiy
of telling you, Burnes, that she'll ab-
NOFD You optirely.”

For o fiy mindten #he chlded him
for Iy unseemiy averdlon, Fle was
boginnlog to (hink thut he had heen
mistaken i her motive, and that after
all she was morely satlefying her yan-
Ity. Suddenly, and pn sho smited Inte
hiw oyon, shie sald, lowering her volee
slightly :

"Iig not appenr sarprised At any-
thing 1 iy siy to you, Bmlle na i
we were ntlering the sllllest nonsense.
Ho mueh dependy upon 1t Mre, Barnes”

Barnes, “bound forever,”
makes suggestions to the

girl that promise excite-
ment.

Staving Off Old Age.

Aming miny  uther extraoridinary
itie fof prolonging ane's stay on this
(nteresting pluset moy be mentioned
that of o South Afrlosn fhriney who
advissl paspie to eat every day four
poundit of brnanne steeped In sweet-
ened whisky, ntdd that of a professor
In the University of Pensylvanin whe
belleved that much opuld be done io
the way of staving off ol age by fre
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